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CONGRATULATIONS! YOU ARE COMING TO GIRLS STATE!

We have high expectations that you will remain committed to attending Girls State for the ENTIRE week. (If at this time this is not possible, please contact your Auxiliary unit so they may contact the alternate.)

We wish we could tell you precisely what to expect when you get here, but it is not feasible. To truly understand Girls State, you must experience it. The learning, laughter, friendship and feelings that you will discover, cannot be put in writing. It will be your challenge to yourself that will put real meaning to these words. You will learn by doing!

First, you will become a member of a mythical city, and along with about 32 other young women, you will elect your city officials and participate in your own city government. You must become acquainted quickly with your fellow citizens as later you will be involved in political parties and elect county officials. You will need to decide if you wish to participate in the judicial, legislative or executive branch of government. You will learn the meaning of political conventions and how to nominate a slate of candidates for the constitutional offices. Only a few will be elected, but everyone will realize government is her responsibility. You are all important. You will learn how to sign a petition, campaign for your favorite candidate, how to cast your ballot and how to cooperate with others to achieve success for your beliefs and party platform. You will discover how your voice may be heard in your own community when making rules and regulations that will be of benefit to everyone. No matter what your role becomes at Girls State, you are all important.

During the week there will be special assemblies where you will hear elected officials tell of their duties and responsibilities. There will be time for music and recreation. Flag raising is early in the morning and flag lowering before the evening meal. Vespers are held at night. The day is long. You will need your rest to be alert to make decisions the next day.

The American Legion Auxiliary Girls State waives all liability for any illness or injury that may occur during Girls State. NO medication will be dispensed by Girls State personnel. If health problems occur transportation will be provided to either the Sioux Valley Vermillion Clinic or the Sioux Valley Vermillion Campus Emergency Room. IT IS IMPORTANT TO ATTEND GIRLS STATE IN EXCELLENT PHYSICAL/ EMOTIONAL HEALTH!

It is unwise to bring a great amount of money, and what you do bring should remain with you at all times. Upon registration, you will be given a key to your room. If you lose your key, you will be asked to pay $25.00 to USD. GIRLS STATE CAN NOT ASSUME LIABILITY FOR LOSS OF PERSONAL EFFECTS! Girls State T-shirts will be provided at no charge, pins for $5.00, a colored 8 x 10 city picture for $3.00, Girls State plush mascot for $5.00 and stationary will also be available throughout the week, but $35.00 should be enough to have with you for the whole week.

Your Girls State address will be: (Name), SD Girls State, USD, Vermillion, SD 57069.
WE ASK YOU TO DO SOME HOMEWORK BEFORE YOU ARRIVE AT GIRLS STATE

1. Please bring the names of your elected city, county and state officials and give the list to your city counselor at your first city meeting or upon check in.

2. Bring a written idea for a bill on a proposed law regarding the State of South Dakota. Be familiar with the topic you select, and be able to debate the issue, if necessary. This is written on the same sheet as your list of officials and turned in at the same time. (See enclosed sheet)

3. Become aware of current events involving our State, such as water quality, Homestake Mine conversion, decline in K-12 population, homeland security, education, economy, etc. Read the newspapers and cut out some articles regarding issues that are of interest to you. Any information you may have in advance will assist you during the session. 

ITEMS YOU SHOULD BRING TO GIRLS STATE

Two sheets for a twin bed (flat sheets--the beds are long), blankets and pillow or sleeping bag, face and bath towels, soap, toothbrush, toilet articles, alarm clock, comfortable shoes, jacket, sweater or light coat. Dressy clothes suitable for daily wear such as slacks, knee-length shorts, dresses, skirts and blouses (You will be expected to maintain a neat and well-groomed appearance each day.) Formal or special dress for the Inaugural Sport clothes for recreation only Red, White and Blue clothing items for Friday

If you would like to lead vespers, bring inspirational material, a favorite poem or reading. If you do vocal or instrumental solo work, skits, readings or dance, brinq the necessary material with you. Limit presentations to three minutes. These performances may be presented at one of the general assemblies or at Talent Night on Wednesday. We have a chorus and the chorus will provide a concert on Friday evening prior to inauguration and everyone is encouraged to participate.

If you drive your own car, the keys will be given to your city counselor upon arrival. She will return them before you leave campus at the end of the session. Girls State will officially end at 12:30 p. m. Saturday.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no need to make advance "political preparations" except for your bill idea and officials list. We only need your fine abilities and interests as this is a "hands on" experience. It is primarily for this reason plus the large mailing expense that Girls State manuals WILL NOT be sent to you in advance. Encourage the past Girl Stater to share her manual.

If you qualify and decide to complete an application for the Samsung American Legion Scholarship, you MUST bring with you ALL necessary documents or you will NOT be eligible.
We know you have been outstanding in your own school and community; however, at Girls State you may find you can do things you never dreamed you could. Hidden abilities come forth, and you may find a new confidence in your life. You will meet young women from all over the state, and form friendships that will last forever.

We look forward to your arrival, and believe this honor can make a difference in your life, just as you can make a difference in the world about you.

Cheryl Hovorka, Director
South Dakota Girls State
American Legion Auxiliary
http://www.usd.edu/girlstate
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